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17th ZagrebDox: Documentaries Outlining the Fragments of Our Reality
The State of Affairs section features seven films about the issues like women’s rights and gender equality, corrupt regimes, economy and labour market

Zagreb, 24 May – Year after year, one of the official programmes of ZagrebDox, State of Affairs, features new documentaries recording some of the dominant themes, phenomena and preoccupations of the modern world. At this year’s festival edition, which will take place from June 13 to 20 at the SC Cinema, the &TD Theatre and the MM Centre of the Student Centre and at the Tuškanac Open Air Cinema in Zagreb, the State of Affairs section will feature seven diverse film titles and analyse current topics, with protagonists whose destinies reflect fragments of our time.

Mike Hoolbloom’s film Judy Versus Capitalism is dedicated to one of Canada’s leading feminists, activist and journalist Judy Rebick. Following her key role in the struggle for women’s rights during the period of the second wave of feminism in the 1960s and 1970s, this lyrical achievement also reveals Judy’s parallel struggle with the consequences of traumatic childhood experiences. Archival footage alternates with her reflections on political and personal topics that permeate a huge part of her life, intertwining into a unique tapestry that has guided her towards activism and a belief that the world can be a better place. Complementing her achievement with poetic footage on Super 8, a film format that was popularised on the independent film scene at the time, Hoolbloom skilfully evokes the character of a time whose ideals, battles and dreams remain relevant today.

The contributions of women, and even those on the seemingly most ephemeral, everyday levels, still often remain undervalued, as indicated by the short documentary Clean With Me (After Dark). The film focuses on young mothers who balance between the obligations of a fulfilled daily life that does not leave them much time for themselves, and emotional turbulence, loneliness and neglect. While their husbands work, these housewives record YouTube tutorial vlogs about cleaning and maintaining their homes. In the skilful hands of director and editor Gabrielle Stemmer, the short videos turn into a compassionate portrait of young women looking for an opportunity for socialisation and support in the online community.

Two Russian directors pointed their cameras, directly or indirectly, at Russian and Soviet political leaders, respectively. Andrey Gryazev in the film The Basic Pit (Kotlovan), composed entirely of news footage and videos posted on social media, symbolically unites the voices of poor and disenfranchised Russian citizens, directed against Putin’s corrupt government. In statements for local broadcasters or their own YouTube videos, they testify to the real troubles of the modern Russian people, with numerous construction site accidents, building collapses, breakdowns and inaccessible buildings a symbol of the complete moral ruin of the state leadership. Screened at numerous festivals, from Berlinale and IDFA to the festivals in Jihlava and Athens, this documentary, with powerful doses of bitter, black humour and empathetic solidarity with the marginalised, offers an authentic outlook on the contemporary forms of totalitarianism.

One of the leading Russian documentarians, Vitaly Mansky, in the film Gorbachev. Heaven paints a portrait of the former political magnate and last president of the USSR, Mikhail Gorbachev. Summarising the life of a man who made a deep impact on the course of the 20th century, prompted, next to many other consequences, radical changes of tectonic magnitude that in the constellation of political superpowers, Mansky discovers in today’s aging Gorbachev a man who, far from city hustle and political bustle, lives quietly and secludedly, with the burden of his own political legacy. An unusually intimate achievement, more like a post-ethical study of character than an exciting political film, it earned Mansky the IDFA Festival Award for Best Director.

In her witty but meticulous and comprehensive documentary Oeconomia, German director Carmen Losmann challenges some of the key players in modern capitalism to answer simple and mundane questions about money, growth, loans and banks. The rare answers she gets are mostly accompanied by arrogance, but also confusion by the logic that governs the global financial industry. Layering the subject, the film reveals the rules of modern capitalist competition, on a shady ground governed by crude, doubtful economic methods.

Economic themes, more precisely the uncertain labour market, also reflect in the film A New Shift, the feature debut by the Czech director Jindřich Andrš. The film’s protagonist is a former miner who, after the closure of a coal mine where he spent 25 years of his working life, is facing a turning point in his life. He was offered a job as a computer programmer, and today he is preparing for one of the most desirable and most lucrative jobs in a retraining educational course. It remains questionable, however, whether middle-aged Thomas, who has spent a quarter of a century on a difficult and physically demanding job, will cope in a predominantly young and trendy digital environment. This heart-warming and considerate documentary about today’s working class’s struggle for dignity of was screened at Jihlava IDFF and Dok Leipzig.

Not even the remote microcosm of a small town in Iceland was spared the transformations brought by the dominant contemporary lifestyle, as evidenced by the film Lobster Soup by the Spanish directorial duo, Pepe Andreu and Rafael Molés. In the small Icelandic coastal town of Grindavík lives a community that still relies on fishing, and the dynamics of social life takes place mainly in the local inn owned by two brothers, with full bowls of their popular specialty – lobster soup. The brothers facing change and strangers looking for some of their own interests in a charming inn, are about to make a big decision. Focusing on the citizens, their lively discussions and melancholy memories, against the lively backdrop of a small community, the film Lobster Soup reminds us that the most important part of any society is its people.

For more news of this year’s ZagrebDox, check out the official festival website: zagrebbdox.net.

ZagrebDox takes place with the support of the City of Zagreb and the Croatian Audiovisual Centre, and ZagrebDox Pro with the support of Creative Europe – MEDIA Sub-programme.

TRAILERS:
Judy Versus Capitalism -> https://vimeo.com/413931355
Clean With Me (After Dark) -> https://vimeo.com/438696838
The Foundation Pit -> https://vimeo.com/391459449
Gorbachev. Heaven -> https://youtu.be/cNRMhXmEWHI
Oeconomia -> https://youtu.be/kXgMSnHfFsU
The New Shift -> https://youtu.be/lZYpK3WgSbw
Lobster Soup -> https://youtu.be/pRy3Vvw3EFg
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