Films The Dazzling Light of Sunset and Depth Two Win Big Stamps at 13th ZagrebDox
Zagreb, 4 March – At the official award ceremony which took place tonight at Kaptol Boutique Cinema's theatre 2, the winning 13th ZagrebDox films received their awards.

The international jury consisted of: director Snježana Tribuson, president of the Hungarian Film Critics' Association Györgyi and film critic and the artistic co-director of Trieste Film festival Fabrizio Grosoli. Big Stamp for best film in International Competition went to the Georgian-German film The Dazzling Light of Sunset by Salomé Jashi. The jury commented on their decision: "The Dazzling Light of Sunset paints an atmospheric and subtly humorous image of daily life in a small town in Georgia. Local events – such as weddings, shows, election discussions, captured owls, church rituals – seem like a good topic for the local TV crew whose cover stories are also in the focus of this film. All this is accompanied by a visually subtle observational detachment which shows this whole mixture of outdated tradition and new customs in both an absurd and poetically gentle light, which makes this film an extremely valuable piece."

The international jury also awarded two Special Mentions to two Polish films. The film 21 x New York by Piotr Stasik which "with a selection of portrayed people whose life stories we learn in brief sketches and the dominant environment of the NYC subway, filmed with poetic elusiveness, the author builds an uneasy atmosphere which dominates the film." The second Special Mention went to Communion by Anna Zamecka in which "the director creates a complex puzzle portraying family relationships, each member, the crisis, as well as the dynamism of mutual caring."
The regional jury consisted of: the director of the European Film Academy Marion Döring, head of programming at IDFA Martijn te Pas, and director and producer Ademir Kenović. Big Stamp for best film in Regional Competition went to the Serbian-French film Depth Two by Ognjen Glavonić. The jury said this is a well-researched and thoroughly immersive film that employs impeccable visual framing, an inescapable sound track and an effective narrative structure.  "At the same time it tells a horrific, yet completely unknown story that needs to be known - and should resonate with audiences around the world. At first the films seems to tell two different stories that ultimately merge into one, using chilling testimonies of victims and people who were guilty of a huge cover up."
The regional jury also presented two Special Mentions: to the Austrian film #theircatsaswell by Lisbeth Kovačić, "a quirky short film that uses a fairly new medium to tell a very contemporary story in a fresh and surprising way," and the Bulgarian film Village People by Tsvetan Dragnev, "a very bold and poetic debut film that is not only visually arresting but deeply human."

The young jury consisted of: the director and president of the European Grouping of Film and Television Schools Bert Beyens, director Mirna Zgrabljić and director Matjaž Ivanišin. Little Stamp for best film by an author up to 35 years of age went to Depth Two by Ognjen Glavonić, commenting on their decision: "In its minimalistic approach, Depth Two becomes a modest masterpiece on absence. This film tells that there is no escape from crime or violence against humanity. The beautiful climax shows how truth comes to the surface from water and soil."
The young jury also gave two Special Mentions: to the Polish film Close Ties by Zofia Kowalewska, "a perfect short observational documentary about the aftermath of a marital crisis," and to the Russian film Holy God by Vladlena Sandu, "a film that gradually turns into a beautiful musical poem about three generations of women, unveiling all challenges of life and death."
The Movies That Matter section jury consisted of: the creative director and co-founder of the Pravo Ljudski film festival in Sarajevo Kumjana Novakova, director Iris Zaki and scholar, writer and poet Jadranka Brnčić. The jury members gave the award to a film which promoted human rights in the best way to the Russian film Holy God by Vladlena Sandu. "With courageous honesty the author talks about the physical and emotional trauma through which she, together with her mother and grandmother, went through as a refugee and recalls everyday life facing with post-traumatic stress. The film is masterfully structured and thus raised to the universal level of social importance. Certainly a jewel in women's cinema," said the jury in their comment.
The Teen Dox Award for the best film focusing on the issues of young people went to the Iranian film Starless Dreams by Mehrdad Oskouei. The jury consisted of students from Zagreb's XIII Gymnasium, deeply touched by the subject matter, idea, narrative and moral. "The film opened our eyes, giving us an insight into the difficult situations that befell these Iranian girls. We believe that every art, including film, should inspire in us a certain emotion and motivate us to think about ourselves, our position in society and our views on others."
The My Generation Award – given by Nenad Puhovski, the founder and director of ZagrebDox, to authors present in documentary film a long time with good works – went to Jon Bang Carslen for Déjà vu which " not only questions his own life and its demons with artistic prowess and courage, but also continues the lifelong creative exploration of the very nature of documentarism."
At the beginning of the ceremony the founder and director of ZagrebDox Nenad Puhovski addressed the audience, sharing the recent news of the death of the renowned Serbian director Lazar Stojanović. "This filmmaker indebted the cinema in our region with his kindness and humanity. He is told to be the only author sentenced to prison over a film, his documentary Plastic Jesus, made in 1971. Its biggest sin is mocking the cult of Josip Broz Tito. He was sentenced to three years in prison and after he was released he became an even better person, with bi bitterness, no vengeful feelings, no anger. First of all a human, a documentary filmmaker who continued to do what he believed in till the end of his life. ZagrebDox is a festival celebrating documentaries in the broadest possible sense. We don't show, neither we should show, only human rights films like the ones Lazar made, but now it is important to remember the films and works inspiring change. To us it is important that people care about what we do. Making documentaries means communicating with the audience, and communication is the best possible cure for aggression. Tonight we celebrate documentary film of all types, genres, sub-genres, all aesthetics, but only one ethic: this is film about the people and for the people," Mr Puhovski concluded his speech.
The 13th edition of ZagrebDox screened over 120 films in 15 categories. The festival was attended by more than 160 guests from all over the world, and the interest in many screenings exceeded the theatre capacities. On Sunday, 5 March there will be extra screenings scheduled and The Best of Fest, screening all the award-winning titles at this year's ZagrebDox from 12am to 10pm. Ticket price for The Best of Fest for all six screenings in one theatre is 40 kuna, or 18 kuna for individual screenings. The HT Audience Award will also be presented on Sunday, 5 March.
ZagrebDox is organised with the support of the City of Zagreb, Croatian Audiovisual Centre and Creative Europe – MEDIA Sub-programme supports ZagrebDox Pro. Croatian Telecom has been its general sponsor for the 12th year in a row.
