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11thZagrebDox Opens with Two Raging Grannies

36 Croatian documentaries in the programme / nine premieres / 150 guests at 11thZagrebDox

Zagreb, 18 February – The 11thZagrebDox programme features 36 documentaries made in Croatian production, including nine premieres. This was announced at today’s pre-festival get-together with Croatian filmmakers, jury members and reporters. The regional competition, as part of Dox events, includes the premieres of six documentaries: Free by Vlatka Vorkapić, Sick by Hrvoje Mabić, I Like That Super Most Best by Eva Kraljević, Spirit’s Diary by Damir Čučić, Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry by Neven Hitrec and Veruda by Igor Bezinović. Other premiering films are Utopia by Mladen Ćapin(Controversial Dox), Here Comes the Train by Igor Husak(ADU Dox), and Limb by Davor Kanjir (Factumentaries).

The regional competition screens the documentary The Last 100 by Morana Komljenović, and the Musical Globe features The Lost Button by Renato Tonković, Mario Vukadin and Robert Bubalo. Petar Krelja presents his Storms Always Return Home in Masters of Dox, and the Retrospective of Croatian Musical Documentaries shows his two older titles. A series of Croatian documentaries are also featured in the sections ADU Dox, Factumentaries and Vinko Brešan Author’s Night.

Acclaimed Croatian director Vinko Brešan is this year’s international jury chairman. Next to him, the jury consists of director Ágnes Sós, whose film Stream of Love last year won a special mention in the regional competition, and editor and producer at Ventana-Film, Hans Robert Eisenhauer. Regional competition films will be judged by the producer and distributer from the German production company MA.JA.DE Heino Deckert, then Marius Iacob, the director who won a special mention for 24 Buckets, 7 Mice, 18 Years at ZagrebDox 2013, and writer Ivana Simić Bodrožić.

The young jury decides on the best film by a filmmaker up to 35 years of age, and it consists of Carlo Zoratti, the director of Special Need, which won last year’s Small Stamp, director Hrvoje Mabić, whose 4th Monkey also won an award last year – a special mention in the Movies That Matter category, and film critic Jelena Pašić. The film that best promotes human rights (Movies That Matter) will be judged by director Vitaly Mansky, director and artist Tamara Erde, who is presenting her own work in the documentary This Is My Country (Teen Dox), and political scientist Ana Matan. The best film of a subject close to young people is judged by a jury of students from the Private Art High School in Zagreb.

Among the guests at 11thZagrebDox, there is the award-winning director Kim Longinotto, who presents two of her films – Dreamcatcher and Love Is All: 100 Years of Love & Courtship – and hosts a masterclass. In Zagreb she will be joined by the editor of Dreamcatcher Oliver Huddleston. The famous director Želimir Žilnik also has a masterclass and premiere of his film Destination Serbistan, about asylum seekers in Serbia. Another filmmaker to arrive if Laurent Bécue-Renard, whose film Of Men and War will be discusses in the thematic conversation at ZagrebDoXXL. After the screening, the author will take part in a Q&A session. Pawel Lozinski (Werka) returns to ZagrebDox, as well as his fellow Pole Julia Popławska, who is presenting The Place, and Russian director Julia Mironova, the author of Kamchatka – The Cure for Hatred.
Tito’s Murder Squads will be the topic of the post-screening discussion with the film crew, led by directors Philipp Grüll and Frank Hofmann. Aleksandar Nikolić, the director of Serbian Lawyer, is visiting ZagrebDox with his protagonist, lawyer Marko Sladojević, one of Karadžić’s attorneys.

At the festival we will be joined by Marcus Vetter, who made a documentary about the outstanding economic forecaster Martin Armstrong, as well as his compatriots: Viviane Blumenschein with an entertaining film about ‘Finnish origins of tango’ (Midsummer Night’s Tango) and Helen Simon, whose documentary on sexual abuse (No Lullaby) screens in the Controversial Dox section. French director Daniel Touati (Brother and Sister, Happy Dox) and Middle Eastern directors Firouzeh Khosrovani (Fest of Duty) from Iran and Nurit Keadr (Life Sentence) from Israel are also arriving to Zagreb. We are hosting the northerners as well: Danish director Søren Steen Jespersen, the author of Warriors from the North (Middleast) and director Pekka Lehto and writer Mika Purola from Finland, who are presenting Emergency Call. All in all, more guests than ever at this year’s ZagrebDox, over 150!
The official festival opening ceremony takes place on Sunday, 22 February at 8pm, CineplexxKaptol Centre, with the screening of the Norwegian-Danish-Italian film Two Raging Grannies by Håvard Bustnes, about two 90-year-olds from Seattle who, worried about the current state of the world economy and their grandchildren’s uncertain future, embark on a mission against the idea of economic growth.
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