All of us who made THE ACT OF KILLING are deeply honored to win the prize of the Movies That Matter Jury.

I am very sorry not to be with you in Zagreb to receive the award, but I am already back home in Copenhagen. Right across the street is the cemetery where Hans Christian Andersen is buried. Hans Christian Andersen wrote a fairy tale, "The Emperor's New Clothes". In it, a whole society is living a lie, pretending that the naked king is wearing a beautiful, stylish, magical suit of clothes. Everybody in the kingdom is too afraid to admit the truth. But a little boy, too young to be afraid, says “The King is naked." And there is no going back. The myth is shattered. Nobody can escape the unpleasant reality ever again.

In awarding this prize to The Act of Killing, the jury has recognised that we as human beings must overcome our fear, and confront our painful truths. In particular, we must confront the fact that our normality, everywhere in the world, is built on mass violence, that our everyday lives depend on the suffering of others. Even here, in relatively liberal Denmark, the computer with which I am writing this message is haunted by the suffering of the people who made it. Our clothes are made in sweatshops where workers suffer terrible conditions, because there are men like the thugs in THE ACT OF KILLING keeping them afraid, preventing them from organizing unions. We know this, and yet we don’t like to think about it. We are all closer to perpetrators than we like to admit. Yet until we confront this reality, there is no hope of changing it.

Throughout the festival, the audience in Zagreb did the painful and difficult work of drawing connections between the regime of fear portrayed in THE ACT OF KILLING, and the lack of resolution following ethnic cleansing in the former Yugoslavia.

I am grateful for the award. But I am even more grateful that you have had the courage to use THE ACT OF KILLING to look honestly at the world around you, and at yourselves.

 Thank you very much.

Joshua Oppenheimer

